
Be Informed — An Insight on the Opioid Crisis 
 
 The Grandmothers Corps would like to share some information that doesn’t seem to make much news 
amid increasingly lax laws and attitudes on pot use. A new medical report from the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics opposes medical and recreational marijuana use for children. 
 The brain continues to develop until the early 20’s, raising concerns about the short and long term ef-
fects of a mind-altering drug. Some studies have shown frequent use, starting in the early teen years, may low-
er IQ scores and some studies show early use at a young age is more likely to lead to addiction than starting in 
adulthood. Teens who use marijuana at least 10 times a month can affect the brains memory and ability to 
plan, the report, led by Dr. Sheryl Ryan, a Yale University pediatrics professor, concluded. 
 Some teen users think daily use is safe, noting that their parents or grandparents smoked pot and turned 
out OK. But today’s marijuana is much more potent and potentially riskier, per Dr. Ryan. 
 The University of Pittsburgh conducted a study on early marijuana use. The federally funded study 
found last year that while overall drug use among teens is declining, marijuana use among high school seniors 
remains steady. Marijuana advocate Patrick Nightingale, executive director of the Pennsylvania Medical Can-
nabis Society, didn’t take issue with the findings, acknowledging that the brain is still developing during ado-
lescence. 
 Note who’s using! 40% of U.S. high school students have tried marijuana, about 20% are current users, 
and close to 10% first tried it before age 13. 
 Auditor General E. DePasquale has urged Pennsylvania to “add a stop” for the recreational “marijuana 
train” rumbling out of the station, calling marijuana a “Schedule I narcotic.” Let’s not jump on this train, no 
matter how much revenue it brings to our state.  

What are the Attributes of God? 
 
Our heavenly Father is the “HEART” of God  
 - He loves us with an everlasting love 
 
Jesus Christ is the “FACE” of God  
 - He came to earth and lived among us 
 
And the Holy Spirit is the “VOICE” of God  
 - “…whatever He hears. He will  
    speak…” 

Breakfast in Bethlehem Tradition Continues 
 

 Breakfast in Bethlehem is becoming an annual 
and delightful family event at St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
Church, Indiana, PA. 
 Children dress in their favorite character from the 
Nativity story and come to the church social hall on a 
designated December Saturday morning. (December 2, 
2017, at 9 AM.) 
 The children and their family participate in vari-
ous projects as they await their breakfast.  After eating 
the yummy breakfast food, “Marys, Josephs, shepherds, 
angels, kings, and drummer boys” are sorted into groups. 
 The Christmas story is narrated and the children 
dressed as the known character process to the Creché in 
Bethlehem to re-enact the Birth of Jesus. 
 Christmas carols are sung throughout the miracu-
lous story.  
 At the conclusion of Jesus’ narrative, a birthday 
cake is brought to a central location. Happy Birthday is 
sung to Jesus and the candles are blown out.  Everyone 
enjoys birthday cake before departing for home! 
 All are welcome to attend this impressive pro-
duction. 

Upcoming Events 

January 27-28, 2018 - Grandmothers Corps Soup 

    Sale - Potato Cheese, Ham 

    and Bean, Vegetable Beef,  

    & Chicken  Noodle 
 

The Grandmothers Corps would like to extend a 

very merry and blessed Christmas season to all! 
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Prayer for the Healing of Our Nation 
 

Almighty God, our Rock and our Salvation, we beg you  
to pour out your Holy Spirit upon our fractured nation.  

Heal the divisions that separate us and  
remove all obstacles to authentic unity. 

May you guide this great country of ours and lead our citizens  
to embrace one another as neighbors and fellow countrymen,  

created in your own image and likeness.  
Give us a fresh opportunity for renewal and true solidarity  

for the common good of our homeland.  
May we return to our true identity as a people of faith and charity.  

Help us to always remain One Nation, Under God,  
Indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.  

Amen. 

Visit our website! gc.globalfamily.global 

The Nativity of the  
Virgin Mary 

 
The Feast of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
celebrated on September 8th, 
nine months after the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception. 
The Blessed Virgin’s parents, 
St. Ann and Joachim, were an 
aging couple praying for a 
child. Mary’s birth was mirac-
ulous, as she was conceived 
without sin (Immaculate Con-
ception), an exclusive grace 
God bestowed upon her be-
cause she was predestined to 
be the mother of the Incarnate 
Son of God. The birth of the 
Virgin Mary ushers in the 
dawn of the redemption of the 
human race through Jesus 
Christ. 

Grandmothers Corps Pilgrimage to St. Anthony Chapel  
 

 The Grandmothers Corps 
sponsored a trip, opened to the par-
ish, to St. Anthony’s Chapel on 
Troy Hill in Pittsburgh. The Chapel 
houses the largest public collection 
of Catholic relics in the world. An 
inscription written in Latin on the 
central arch of the Chapel reads, 
“Here Lie the Saints in Peace.” 
 After Father Don Conroy 
offered Mass, the group followed 
the tour guide who identified many 
of the relics. A large cross in the 
center holds a splinter of the True Cross, a thorn from the Crown of Thorns, 
and a piece of stone from the Holy Sepulchre. 
 The 5,000 Holy relics are from floor to ceiling displayed in over 800 

gold and jewel-encrusted 
reliquaries. One displays 

the bone chips from each of 
the Apostles. There are two 
pieces from the Last Supper 
table, 22 splinters from the cross of Jesus, and a fragment of 
Mary’s veil. 
 In addition to the collection of relics, there is a set of 
life-size carved wooden figures of the Way of the Cross. 
They are true masterpieces imported from Munich in      
Bavaria. 
 Before boarding the bus at 3:00pm, we had the op-

portunity to visit St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, one of the city’s oldest, located in the Strip District of Pitts-
burgh. After a brief tour and saying the Divine Chaplet of Mercy, we boarded the awaiting bus for home. 
 The Corps would like to thank Alice Zaucha and Father Conroy for arranging the trip and the oppor-
tunity to share our “discoveries” with our families and parish. 


